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o N I H E R 5 I o Why is the R510 particularly dangerous?

The R510 has gained a reputation as one of the most dangerous
roads in Waterberg. Upgrades that started in 2022 stalled in 2024
when the contractor abandoned the project, leaving narrow lanes
and no shoulders on a route heavily used by mining traffic and
buses between Thabazimbi, Amandelbult and Northam. Residents
have repeatedly urged SANRAL to complete the widening project
to improve safety.

The scene of Wednesday afternoon’s fatal collision on the R510 outside Amandelbulit. Recent fatalities on the R510

The R510 has seen several fatal accidents in recent months.
Earlier this year, on 22 January 2026, one driver died in a head-on
collision with a bus transporting schoolchildren. In another incident
on 31 August 2025, two people lost their lives in a head-on crash,
again highlighting the dangers along this stretch of road.

The R510 has increasingly been labelled “the road of death” by
residents after a series of serious accidents in recent years.

Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | scene. A third occupant sustained minor P&K Towing and Rescue also assisted on
Thabazimbi — Two people lost their lives injuries and was transported to a nearby site.

and another was injured in a tragic motor hospital for further medical treatment. The Forensic Pathology Services from Bela-
vehicle accident on the R510 just outside remaining three individuals involved in the Bela processed the scene. The roadway
Amandelbult on Wednesday afternoon, 25 crash, including the bus driver, reported was reopened to traffic at about 19:00 once
February 2026. no injuries and did not require medical emergency operations and investigations
Emergency services were alerted to evaluation. had been completed.
the incident at approximately 14:00 and The incident was attended to by emergency Authorities have confirmed that
arrived on the scene just minutes later. The and support services, including Limpopo investigations into the cause of the accident

collision occurred after the ‘koppies’ outside ~ Traffic, Thabazimbi SAPS, a state trauma are ongoing. c HE c K o U T THE
Amandelbult and involved six individuals, vehicle, a government medic vehicle, a The latest tragedy once again highlights the
including the driver of a bus. state ambulance, Netcare 911, Amandelbult dangers along the R510, a road that has LAT E ST D EA L s I N s I D E

According to emergency responders, the Fire and Rescue, Northam Fire and Rescue, seen multiple serious accidents in recent
occupants of a Toyota Corolla were the most and Thaba Fire and Rescue. Firefighters years, and serves as a stark reminder to
severely affected. Two of the passengers in from Thaba Fire and Rescue worked to motorists to remain vigilant and responsible
the vehicle were declared deceased at the extract the casualties from the wreckage. behind the wheel.
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R510 accident
streak raises
fresh safety
concerns

Platinum Bushvelder newspaper — A string of motor vehicle
accidents along the R510 between the R511 junction and the
Vaalwater T-junction has once again highlighted safety concerns on
this busy regional route, after three separate incidents were reported
within the space of a week.

Wednesday, 25 February 2026

At approximately 19:00, a vehicle overturned on the R510 (Lephalale
Road) in the direction of the Vaalwater T-junction. The scene was
attended by P&K Towing.

Members of SAPS, veterinarians, Spitskop Rural Safety
and Zimbi Security during a joint Foot-and-Mouth Disease
awareness and rural safety operation at the Lephalale
Alma T-Junction near Thabazimbi on 26 February.

Stopping

Supporting the teams on the ground were two SAPS vehicles,
ten SRS private vehicles, two veterinarian vehicles and two
Zimbi Security vehicles.

During the evening operation, officials set up a Vehicle Control
Point (VCP) at the busy junction. A total of 65 vehicles were
stopped and searched, with 110 individuals checked during
the operation. Each vehicle was sprayed with disinfectant as a
precautionary measure to help prevent the spread of FMD.

t h e S p re a d EcoVet played an important role during the operation, spraying

approximately 400 litres of disinfectant as part
THABAZIMBI TEAMS UP TO HELP STOP

of the efforts to prevent the spread of Foot-
FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE

and-Mouth Disease.
Officials also distributed 65 Foot-and-Mouth
Disease awareness leaflets, helping motorists
and farmers understand the risks of the
SPITSKOP A national fight a_gainst_FMD_ _
RURAL SAFETY Foot-and-Mouth Disease is a highly contagious
. viral disease that affects cloven-hoofed
animals such as cattle, sheep, goats and pigs,
and outbreaks can have severe economic

Platinum  Bushvelder  newspaper |
Thabazimbi — A coordinated rural safety
operation near Thabazimbirecently highlighted
the importance of community partnerships in
protecting South Africa’s livestock industry as
the country continues to battle the spread of
Foot-and-Mouth Disease (FMD).

On Thursday 26 February 2026, members
of the Spitskop Rural Safety (SRS) team,
together with law enforcement, veterinary
officials and private security, conducted a

A vehicle that overturned along the R510 towards the Vaalwater

disease and the importance of complying with T-junction.

livestock movement regulations. Three road

traffic fines were issued. Saturday, 28 February 2026

Just days later, at around 22:00, another vehicle overturned on

the same stretch of the R510 (Lephalale Road). Two passengers
sustained injuries in the crash. Emergency services responding to the
scene included the Thabazimbi Police, state ambulance services and
P&K Towing.

joint awareness and enforcement operation at the Lephalale
Alma T-Junction from 18:00 to 21:00. The operation focused on
raising awareness about FMD while also monitoring road traffic
violations and checking for the illegal movement of livestock,
animal products, illicit goods and illegal firearms.

The initiative brought together several local role players
committed to rural safety and animal health. Deployment
included three SAPS members, two veterinarians, ten Spitskop
Rural Safety members and three Zimbi Security officers.

consequences for farmers and the livestock industry. South Africa
has experienced one of its most challenging FMD outbreaks in
recent years, with cases reported in several provinces, including
Limpopo. Movement controls, surveillance programmes and
vaccination campaigns have been implemented across the
country to limit the spread of the disease. In Limpopo, veterinary
authorities have increased monitoring and introduced stricter
movement controls after confirmed cases were reported in the
province, including within the Waterberg district earlier this year.

NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS
APPLICATION FOR RECTIFICATION IN TERMS OF SECTION 24G OF NEMA FOR THE
UNLAWFUL COMMENCEMENT AND/OR CONTINUATION WITHALISTED ACTIVITIES

WANT TO
PLACE AN
ADVERT?

BUSHVELDER a

FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF MUPAULI BOTIQUE LODGE ON PORTION 35 (A PORTION
OF PORTION 27) OF FARM KWAGGASVLAKTE 317 KQ, UNDER THABAZIMBI LOCAL
MUNICIPALITY, WITHIN THE WATERBERG DISTRICT, OF THE LIMPOPO PROVINCE

WHATSAPP 081 389 2846

Notice is hereby given, in terms of the Section 24(G) Regulations (Government Notice

Regulation 698 of July 2017) promulgated in terms of the National Environmental

Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA), as amended, of Mupauli Porperties

(Pty) Ltd intent to submit an application to the Limpopo Economic Development, Environment

and Tourism (LEDET), for the rectification of the unlawful commencement or continuation of

listed activities in terms of Section 24(G) of the NEMA as outlined below.

Shambrican Environmental Eagles (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Mupauli Properties

(Pty) to apply for Environmental Authorisation in terms of the National Environmental

Management Act (Act no .107 of 1998).

Nature of the Activity: The development is a boutique lodge which will entail:

* 69 Rooms; Restaurant; Boma Area with firepit; Braai Area; Jungle Gym; and Sunken
Trampoline

Location of the activity: The development is located on Portion 35 (a portion of portion

27) of Farm Kwaggasvlakte 317 KQ. The central coordinates of the proposed project are

24°31°18.42"S 27°28°12.66"E.

Listed Activities: The proposed activity triggers the following activities of the EIA

Regulations promulgated in terms of Section 24 of the NEMA, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998).

* EIAListing Notice 1 Activities:

v Activity 27 as there will be a clearance of more than 1 ha of indigenous vegetation, and

v Activity 28(ii) as the lodge will be on a land which was previously used for agriculture
and outside an urban area.

* EIAListing Notice 3 Activities:

v Activity 6(e) Limpopo (i)Outside urban areas for a lodge that sleeps 15 people or more in:
(ee) Critical Biodiversity Areas | (gg) Areas within 10 kilometres from national parks

v Activity12(e)Limpopo (ii) as there will be a clearance of an area of 300 square metres
or more of indigenous vegetation: (i) within Critical Biodiversity Areas

As such, Mupauli Properties is applying for ex post facto approval for the above-mentioned

activities, which commenced unlawfully in contravention of Section 24(G) of the NEMA.)

Registration of Interested and Affected Parties

Parties wishing to comment or to be registered as interest parties and affected parties

are requested to submit their objections and opinions. Any submissions by I&AP’S

should include name, contact details (postal address and e-mail address): please contact

Shambrican Environmental Eagles (Pty) Ltd within the 30 days of this advertisement. Q

The Section 24G Application and associated reports will be made available through the

undersigned and the local Community Library once available.

EAP NAME & PROFESSIONAL REGISTRATION: Arnold Mashamba (EAPASA:2019/1619)

CONTACT NUMBER: 068 544 0527 | EMAIL ADDRESS: Arnold@shambrican.co.za

Emergency services responded to another vehicle rollover on the
R510 late on Saturday night.

Sunday, 1 March 2026

At approximately 11:00 on Sunday morning, a head-on collision

occurred on the R510 near the Crocodile River Bridge, close to

the R511 T-junction. Emergency services responding to the scene

included the Thabazimbi Police, state ambulance services and P&K

Announcing the death of a family member Towing.

is a time-honoured tradition as life should

be celebrated and never forgotten.

To help you to celebrate the life of your
loved one and share details about the
upcoming funeral, place an obituary in
our newspaper, free of charge. You can
include the date of death, details about
their life and surviving family members.
You can also write a special message,
a poem or a prayer. Please include a

photo and the date, time and place of the

memorial service.

If you would like to place an obituary in
Platinum Weekly / Platinum Bushvelder,
send the information via WhatsApp to
072 482 6871 or email
news@platinumweekly.co.za/
news@platinumbushvelder.co.za.

Authorities and emergency services on scene following a head-on
collision near the Crocodile River Bridge.

)) Authorities have urged motorists to remain cautious when travelling

along the R510, particularly near major junctions and bridges, as
investigations into the causes of the incidents continue. The recent
series of accidents once again underscores ongoing concerns about
safety along this busy regional route.

childl.n%é

South Africa
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UITSLAE

Maandag 2 Maart

* Emeris 10-32
UCT lkeys

* CUT 17-73 Shimlas

* UP-Tuks 33-17
Maties

» UJ 35-29 NWU

United Rugby

Championship
BEPALINGS
UITSLAE Maandag 9 Maart
Vrydag 27 Februarie . UCT Ikeys 16:45
» Edinburgh 24-19 uJ
Scarlets » Maties 19:00
» Cardiff 8-7 Leinster Emeris
* UP-Tuks 19:00
Saterdag CUT
28 Februarie » Shimlas 19:00
» Ospreys 21-10 NWU
Ulster
e Munster 21-17
Zebre
» Dragons 15-12
Benetton

* Bulls 41-12 Sharks
* Connacht 15-10

Glasgow Warriors
* Lions 24-10

S 2026 Six
ormers N
Nations
Die URC word weer
BEPALINGS

op 13 Maart hervat.
Vrydag 6 Maart

 lerland 22:10 Wallis

Saterdag 7 Maart

» Skotland 16:10
Frankryk

* ltalié 18:45
Engeland
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AANGEBIED DEUR THABA FIRE ANMD RESCUE (MPO) L

% AEROBICS CLASSES *
% SPINNING CLASSES *
% FITNESS EVENTS *

Body Forged Gym offers strength training
equipment, general fitness programs,
and aerobics classes, creating an
environment suitable for both beginners
and experienced athletes.

BODYFORGEDGYM@GMAIL.COM
% 072 431 1901 %
267 BOTHA STREET NORTHAM

SOULFOOD

ISAIAH 55:8-9

NEW KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV)

Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd t/a Platinum Bushvelder disclaims all liabilty for any loss, damage,
injury or expense, however caused, arising from the use of or reliance upon, in any matter, the
information provided through this publication, whether through news, classifieds, editorials or

advertisements, and does not warrant the truth, accuracy or completeness of the information
provided. Advertisements, classifieds, editorials and letters written to the editor/ newspaper/s

is the opinions and of the who placed or sent the
advertisements, classifieds, editorials or wrote or sent the letters to the editor and not that of the

editorfs, editor in chief, journalists, employees or owners of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. We
herewith indemnify ourselves from any related claims. Platinum Bushvelder's title and design
of its logo is the sole property of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. Contact us per email with any
queries: ads2@platinumbushvelder.co.za. | Al original designs in this newspaper is the sole
property of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd and may only be reproduced or distributed by or with
the written consent of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. Copyright s strictly reserved, and no work, or
part thereof, may be used for commercial purposes. Should any of the content be copied without
the written consent of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd, legal action may be taken

Would you tell someone if they had
something stuck in their teeth?

Noticing someone has food stuck in their teeth can be awkward. Do you quietly let it go to avoid embarrassment, or politely point
it out to spare them from a bigger moment later? Is it considerate to speak up — or kinder to stay silent? Tell us what you'd do.

“l would quietly
whisper that
something is stuck
in their teeth. It's
better they know
sooner than later
and avoid the
embarrassment of
others noticing or
laughing.”

“I would gently tell
them in private. It's
about protecting
their dignity —
kindness and ubuntu
mean looking out for
one another, even
in small, potentially
embarrassing
moments.”

Riana Bekker,
Thabazimbi

Tshepo Ramatsa,
Thabazimbi

PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN!

NO 2% YES 98%

Would you tell someone if they had
something stuck in their teeth?

In today’s day and age, do you
think war is ever justified?

With current global conflicts raising difficult
moral questions, many reflect on the idea that
there may be a time for war and a time for
peace — even a time to pick up a stone and a
time to set it aside. In today’s world, can war
ever truly be justified? What do you think?

Here’s how you can participate. Email us at

news@platinumbushvelder.co.za or WhatsApp

your response to 081 579 7000.

Include the following:

* Your answer: Yes or No

* Why? We want to hear from you!

* Arecent photo — We’'d love to publish your
pic alongside your answer!

* Your town/city

* Deadline — Be sure to send your response
before 12:00 on Monday, 9 March 2026.

Vote results: The outcome of the poll will be
featured in our next issue. Be a part of our
community’s story!

P.S.: Don't forget, you can also voice your
opinion on our Facebook post about this topic.
Join the conversation!

@ Stuur jou event na news@platinumbushvelder.co.za ** Gratis Plasing!

PLATINUM DAGBOEK

Afri Ready Mix Netbaltoernooi

Datum: Donderdag 2 — Saterdag 4 April 2026

Hoérskool Frikkie Meyer nooi jou uit na 'n opwindende Afri Ready Mix Netbaltoernooi waar B-spanne wys dat passie,
talent en deursettingsvermoé net soveel saak maak. Verwag kompeterende wedstryde, spangees en netbal van hoé
gehalte in 'n energieke, positiewe atmosfeer. Hierdie toernooi vier balans, bravade en trots — en bring netbal se hartklop
lewendig in die Bosveld. Venue: Hoérskool Frikkie Meyer | Kontak: Anmarie — 073 412 2426 | hfmnetbal@gmail.com

Thaba Fire & Rescue Vuur Fees 2026

Vrydag 29 & Saterdag 30 Mei 2026
Thabazimbi maak gereed vir 'n opwindende naweek vol aksie wanneer Thaba Fire & Rescue hul jaarlikse Vuur Fees
aanbied. Besoekers kan uitsien na indrukwekkende brand- en reddingsdemonstrasies, dinamiese K9-vertonings en'n
geleentheid om eerstehands te sien hoe nooddienste werk. Die fees bring die gemeenskap nader aan hul reddingspanne
en skep bewusmaking oor brandveiligheid in 'n energieke, gesinsvriendelike atmosfeer.
Venue: Thabazimbi Skougronde | Kontak: 083 575 5827

SOUTH AFRICA’S PETROL HIT ARECORD

IN 2022... South Africa’s highest petrol price was
recorded in July 2022, when inland 95-octane petrol
reached about R26.31 per litre — the most expensive

in the country’s history. The spike happened during

the global energy crisis after the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, which pushed international oil prices sharply
higher. Because South Africa imports most of its oil and
pays in US dollars, global conflicts can quickly raise
local fuel prices. With new
tensions and wars affecting ‘
energy markets today, many
drivers hope fuel prices will
not rise to record levels again.
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VACANCY 9

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL ADVERTISEMENT SYLVANIA
INSTRUMENT MECHANICIAN | MILLSELL PLANT

Sylvania Metals is looking for an Instrumentation Mechanician to support the Company’s Millsell Plant Team concerning

maintenance, improving plant availability, and controlling costs.

Major tasks of the job: + Computer literate (Word and Excel)

+ The incumbent will be responsible for maintaining and + Knowledge of Rockwell RSLOGIX 5000 PLC,
ensuring the accuracy of measured variables Micrologix 500 and FTView SCADA, will be an

+ Maintain and upgrade existing plant instrumentation advantage

+ Maintain, install, and commission field instruments + Knowledge of ControlNet, DeviceNet, and Industrial

+ Perform analytical tests on major installations EtherNet setup and configuration

+ Ensure calibration documents/records are kept up to date + Knowledge of Soft Starters and Motor Protection

+ Ensures adherence to the company’s Health and devices setup and installation would be advantageous
Safety Standards + Develop and implement control philosophy and

+ Develop and implement control philosophy and automation will be advantageous.
automation Experience and requirements:

Knowledge/Education Requirement: + Atleast 3 years of related industry experience.

+ Minimum N4 certificate. + Valid certificate of fitness.

+ Trade Certificate recognized qualification as an + Code 8 driver’s license and own transport.
Instrument Mechanician. Other Requirements:

+ Intimate knowledge of metallurgical processes + Prepared to perform standby duties and work overtime

+ Knowledge of PGM flotation plants’ control philosophy as and when required

Candidates who meet the requirements as stipulated above may apply by sending their CV’s and copies of relevant
qualifications to the HR Department. Should you not hear from the company in 21 days, please consider your application
unsuccessful.

By applying for this vacancy, you give consent to process your personal information in line with the Processing of Personal
Information Act (POPIA) and the Company’s recruitment procedure. Your information will only be kept on record for
this vacancy.

Contact: recruitmentwest@sylvania.co.za
Closing Date: 12 March 2026
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Platinum Bushvelder | Thabazimbi -
Die 62ste Bosveld Interhoér, wat vanjaar
deur Hoérskool Ellisras aangebied is, het
op Saterdag 28 Februarie 2026 duisende
ondersteuners, atlete en sangers gelok vir
‘'n dag vol kompetisie, geesdrif en Bosveld-
trots. Tussen die sewe deelnemende skole
het Hoérskool Frikkie Meyer (HFM) weer eens
bewys waarom hul naam sinoniem is met
deursettingsvermoé en spanwerk.

Die Frikkies se dag het reeds 03:15 die oggend
begin toe busse vol atlete, sangers, dirigente
en personeel vertrek het — almal gereed om
hul beste te gee vir rooi, wit en blou.

Die kompetisie was straf. Punte is deur die
dag elke twee tot drie ure opgedateer, wat
vir groot spanning langs die baan én in die
pawiljoen gesorg het. Tog het HFM-leerders
deurentyd gewys wat ware karakter en Frikkie-
hart beteken.

Frikkies wys hul staal

Op die baan en veld het Frikkie Meyer sterk
presteer en altesaam 158 plekke behaal:

« 23 eerste plekke

* 26 tweede plekke

e 27 derde plekke

« 25 vierde plekke

* 20 vyfde plekke

* 22 sesde plekke

« 15 sewende plekke

'n Groot hoogtepunt van die dag was Zian van
Dyk, wat 'n nuwe Bosveld Interhoér-rekord in
spiesgooi opgestel het met 'n indrukwekkende
afstand van 57.30 meter.

In die amptelike trofeé het Nylstroom die
meeste titels ingepalm en onder meer die

081 309 3876, Fax: 011 252 6669, E-mail: ads2@platinumbushvelder.co.za
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Groot Totaal, Beste Seuns Totaal en Beste
Dogters Totaal gewen. Frikkie Meyer het egter
hul stempel afgedruk deur die Senior Dogters-
titel te wen, terwyl hulle ook sterk tweede
plekke in verskeie afdelings behaal het. Die
Prestasie Trofee is vanjaar aan Hans Strijdom
toegeken.

Volgens HFM se atletiekorganiseerder, Thinus
Pienaar, gaan Interhoér oor baie meer as net
uitslae. “Dis nie die wen of verloor wat karakter
bou of karakter wys nie, maar die hoé in die
wen of verloor. Dit is die h6é wat boekdele
spreek.”

Pawiljoen brand van gees

Terwyl die atlete op die baan geveg het,
het die pawiljoen gesing, geskree en
gedans. Sangers het hul harte uitgesing
en dirigente het met passie en energie die
skare aangevuur — dikwels tot hoendervleis-
oomblikke wat die hele stadion laat sidder het.
In die kultuurafdelings het Nylstroom ook hul
merk gemaak deur beide die Interhoér Sang
en Dirigente-kompetisie te wen.

Hoofdogter Ané Coetzee het haar trots oor
haar mede-Frikkies uitgespreek: “Julle het
nie net gesing nie, julle het geglo — en dit het
gewys.”

Eenheid wat uitstaan

Die dag se sukses was nie net te danke aan
die leerders nie. 'n Spesiale woord van dank
is gerig aan Me Boshoff en die personeel
van Hoérskool Frikkie Meyer vir hul deeglike
voorbereiding en organisasie. Wat egter die
sterkste uitgestaan het, was die eenheid onder
die Frikkies — op die baan, in die pawiljoen en
langs die veld.

VACANCY | VAKANTE POS

TAR really needs your help

Thabazimbi — There is a special plea to
the community of Thabazimbi to support
Thabazimbi Animal Rescue (TAR), your local
animal shelter.

TAR needs donations of food. The facility is
filled with animals that need your
help. Please assist TAR to feed
the animals in their care. Without
donations they will not be able to
feed, home and medically treat the
animals.

The community has proven time and
again how they can stand together
and support this worthy cause and
this time is no exception.

For more information, please
contact TAR on 084 885 6487.
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